Early Years Foundation StageAt Hounslow Town Primary School, Nursery and Reception are known as the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and are the first steps in a child’s school education from 3-5 years of age.  Our aim is to create a safe, stimulating learning environment and provision, where all children are celebrated and can develop as resilient, independent, confident and happy learners.  Giving each child an equal opportunity for success.
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We follow the Government’s ‘Statutory Guidance’ for the EYFS, alongside the non-statutory ‘Development Matters’ framework.  From Nursery through to Reception we focus on how children learn, looking at each child’s ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ and how best to meet their individual needs when planning a rich and diverse curriculum.  All children are given the opportunity to learn through a range of hands-on practical experiences that are both adult initiated and child centred.  We encourage children to explore and play with a variety of age-appropriate resources that allow children to foster and develop their curiosity and a love of learning.  Quick identification of children with SEND is key to supporting children and families to receive the support needed for individual children.
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Our Curriculum
The Early Years Curriculum is split into 7 main areas of learning each with its own Educational Programme.  These 7 areas are: 

Prime Areas:						Specific Areas:
- Personal Social and Emotional Development 	- Literacy
- Physical Development 				- Mathematics
- Communication and Language			- Understanding the World
							- Expressive Arts and Design
Parental Partnerships
A positive partnership between parents/carers and school are key to the success of children’s learning in the EYFS.  It is important to us, to be able to work together with families to build a strong partnership, where we can learn from parents/carers how their child learns and celebrate and build upon children’s success both in and outside of the learning environment.  We begin this partnership before children begin at Hounslow Town, offering welcome meetings and important stay and play sessions, extending to home visits at the start of Autumn term. 
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Developing children’s communication skills is key across Nursery and Reception.  We embed new language into our themes and topics to ensure that we are providing children with the skills to become confident communicators with a rich vocabulary bank.  As a team we know that children who struggle to communicate will struggle with many aspects of learning which is why it is important for us to get this right from the start.
Reception
At the end of the Reception year, children are assessed against the ‘Early Learning Goals’, which complete the Foundation Stage Profile.  Children will be assessed as ‘embedded’, having met the expected level of attainment, or ‘emerging’ not having met the expected level of attainment.  We work closely with the Year one team to ensure all information about your child’s ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ as well as their attainment is passed on, to ensure a smooth transition into Key Stage 1.
Phonics and Handwriting
In Nursery and Reception, we follow the Phonics Scheme ‘Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised.’  The scheme enables the children to learn and embed their knowledge of rhymes and sounds in the Nursery, extending to blending and segmenting to become confident readers in Reception.  Through Assessment for Learning in Reception, we quickly identify where children are finding phonics tricky and use the scheme’s ‘Keep Up’ sessions to support children to make progress.  The scheme has a strong focus on handwriting and through additional daily practice, we work with all children across the EYFS to ensure there are continual opportunities for mark making as well as developing correct pencil grip and forming letters in the correct way.
Learning Environment
Our Early Years classrooms are bright, engaging and welcoming learning environments.  Both the Nursery and Reception have their own outside learning areas as learning outside of the classroom is a key part of our curriculum, embracing the outdoors in all weathers, throughout the year.
Nursery
In Nursery we focus on the ‘Prime areas’ of learning, which lay the foundations for children’s learning, equipping them with vital tools needed in later life.  We have a strong focus on helping children to build relationships and understand and regulate their emotions to become confident learners.  We also develop fine and gross motor skills which are needed across many areas of learning.
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